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in tilling of the field"1. The development of pasturage
at the expense of tillage involved depopulation of villages.
" Where", cried Latimer2 in a sermon preached before
Edward VI., " have been a great many householders and
inhabitants, there is now but a shepherd and his dog".
"These enclosures", said a satirist3, "be the causes why
rich men eat up poor men, as beasts do eat grass ". Sir
Thomas More, in a famous passage, wrote : " Sheep have
become so great devourers and so wild that they eat up and
swallow down the very men themselves. They consume,
destroy and devour whole fields, houses and cities ". He
denounced landlords who " leave no ground for tillage, they
enclose all into pastures, they throw down houses, they pluck
down towns, and leave nothing standing but only the
church to be made a sheephouse. . . . The husbandmen be
thrust out of their own. . . . One shepherd or herdman is
enough to eat up that ground with cattle, to the occupying
whereof about husbandry many hands were requisite "4.
We get occasional glimpses of actual depopulation; for
example, at Newnham there were expelled " seventeen score
men, women and children, all upon one day"5. Stretton
Baskerville in Warwickshire, according to the account given
by Dugdale, belonged to the family of Twyford " till Henry
VII's time, that Thomas Twyford, having begun the de-
population thereof in 4 Henry VII. decaying four messuages
1  Polydore Vergil, English History (Camden Society Publications), i. 5.
2  Sermons, i. 100.                      8 Stubs, in Ballads from MSS. i. 32.
* Sir T, More, Utopia (ed. Reed), 25-26. The author of A Discourse
of the Common Weal, one of the clearest thinkers of the age, condemned
unreservedly the conversion of arable into pasture. " These enclosures
do undo us all. . . . All is taken up for pastures". " I have known
of late a dozen ploughs within less compass than six miles about me laid
down within these [seven] years ; and where forty persons had their livings,
now one man and his shepherd hath all". " Men do turn their arable land,
being a living for divers poor men before time, now to one man's hand. And
where both corn of all sorts and also cattle of all kind were reared afore-
time, now is there nothing but only sheep. And instead of some hundred
or two hundred persons that had their livings thereon, now be there but
three or four shepherds. ... If that kind of enclosures do as much increase
in twenty years to come as it hath done twenty years past, it may come to
the great dissolution and weakening of the king's strength of this realm":
A Discourse of the Common Weal, 15, 48.
6 E. F. Gay, "The Midland Revolt", in Transactions of the Royal His-
torical Society, N.S. xviii. 223, note i.